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Humanities Medals. These medals recognize 
great contributions to art, music, theater, 
writing, history, and general scholarship. 

We congratulate the medalists. We wel-
come your families. We thank your loved 
ones for supporting you. And on behalf of 
a grateful nation, we honor your great talent 
and accomplishments. 

Obviously, I’m pleased to be here with my 
wife. [Laughter] I am proud to be here with 
Mrs. Lynne Cheney as well. I thank the 
Members of the United States Senate and 
the United States House of Representatives 
for joining us as we honor our fellow citizens. 
I’m so pleased to welcome Dana Gioia, 
Chairman of the National Endowment of the 
Arts, and Dr. Bruce Cole, Chairman of the 
National Endowment of the Humanities. 
Thank you all for coming, and thank you for 
your leadership. I’m proud that a fellow 
Texan, Adair Margo—is the Chairman of the 
President’s Committee on the Arts and Hu-
manities—has joined us. 

Our honorees represent the great strength 
and diversity of the American culture. The 
winners of the arts include a Native Amer-
ican poet, an orchestra conductor, a com-
poser of choral music, a pioneer of electric 
musical instruments, and a man whose last 
name is synonymous with fine American 
craftsmanship. Our honorees have created 
some of the emblematic images of our time, 
supported museums and theaters, and 
helped nurture young talent. 

The winners of the humanities have also 
made great and lasting contributions to our 
society. They include scholars and historians 
and a philanthropist. These men and women 
have shaped our understanding of the past, 
chronicled stories of tyranny overcome by 
liberty, and helped preserve our cultural 
treasures for future generations. 

Your accomplishments will remind us that 
freedom of thought and freedom of expres-
sion are two pillars of our democracy. These 
freedoms have helped our Nation build some 
of the finest centers of learning in the world. 
They’ve helped inspire new movements in 
art and literature, and they’ve helped fill our 
libraries and museums and theaters with 
great works for all our citizens to enjoy. 

America is committed to supporting the 
arts and humanities. For more than four dec-

ades, the National Endowment of the Arts 
and the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities has helped enrich our culture and 
deepened our appreciation for the ideals that 
bind us together as Americans. Some inter-
esting programs that are run out of these im-
portant institutions, like ‘‘We the People’’ 
and ‘‘American Masterpieces,’’ that expose a 
new generation of Americans to American 
history and literature and art. And Laura and 
I strongly support these programs. 

It is now my privilege to present the Na-
tional Medals of Art and the National Hu-
manities Medals. Once again, I congratulate 
our honorees because in your work, we see 
the creativity of the American spirit and the 
values that have made our Nation great. 

And so now I ask the military aide to read 
the citations. 

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Dan Walsh, USCG, 
Coast Guard Aide to the President, read the 
citations, and the President presented the 
medals.] 

The President. My wife. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Lynne Cheney, wife of Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of the First Lady. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of Transportation Mary E. 
Peters and Federal Aviation 
Administration Acting Administrator 
Robert A. Sturgell 
November 15, 2007 

Thanksgiving is a week from today, and 
Christmas will quickly follow. This is really 
a time of joy for our families. Unfortunately, 
this is also a season of dread for too many 
Americans. Holiday travelers faced with the 
prospect of long-delayed and canceled flights 
and lost baggage and other problems have 
become all too often an occurrence. In other 
words, there’s a lot of people that are worried 
about traveling because they’ve had unpleas-
ant experiences when they’ve been flying 
around the country. 
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And so this is a topic that I’ve just dis-
cussed with Secretary of Transportation 
Mary Peters and the Acting Administrator of 
the FAA, Bobby Sturgell. It’s one thing to 
analyze the problem, but the American peo-
ple expect us to come up with some solutions. 
And that’s what we’ve been talking about. 
And one of the reasons we have a sense of 
urgency about this issue is that these prob-
lems that we’ve been discussing are clear to 
anybody who has been traveling. Airports are 
very crowded; travelers are being stranded; 
and flights are delayed, sometimes with a full 
load of passengers sitting on the runway for 
hours. These failures carry some real costs 
for the country, not just in the inconvenience 
they cause, but in the business they obstruct 
and family gatherings they cause people to 
miss. 

We can do better. We can have an aviation 
system that is improved. And that’s what 
we’re talking about. Secretary Peters and 
Acting Administrator Sturgell have been 
working with the airline industry on practical 
improvements. I want to announce a series 
of preliminary actions to help address the 
epidemic of aviation delays. 

First, the military will make available some 
of its airspace over the east coast for use by 
civilian airliners this Thanksgiving. These 
new routes will help relieve air congestion 
from Maine to Florida for nearly 5 full days 
surrounding the holiday. 

Second, the FAA is taking new measures 
to head off delays. Bobby Sturgell will im-
pose a holiday moratorium on all non-
essential projects, so that the FAA can focus 
its personnel and equipment exclusively on 
keeping flights on time. The FAA is also 
partnering with the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey to reduce bottlenecks 
in the New York metro area, which is the 
source of most chronic delays. 

Third, the Department of Transportation 
and the FAA are encouraging airlines to take 
their own measures to prevent delays. I’m 
pleased to get the report from Secretary Pe-
ters and Acting Administrator Sturgell. Air-
lines have agreed to make more staff avail-
able to expedite check-in and boarding, to 
set aside extra seats and even extra planes 
to help accommodate passengers affected by 
cancellations and delays. They agreed to 

bring in additional ticket kiosks and baggage 
handling gear as well as rolling staircases. 

Fourth, the Federal Government is using 
the Internet to provide real-time updates on 
flight delays. People in America have got to 
know there’s a web site called fly.faa.gov; 
that’s where the FAA transmits information 
on airport backups directly to passengers and 
their families. If you’re interested in making 
sure that your plans can—aren’t going to be 
disrupted, you can get on the web site of 
fly.faa.gov. As well, if you want to, you can 
sign up to receive delay notices on your mo-
bile phones. In other words, part of making 
sure people are not inconvenienced is there 
to be good transmission of sound, real-time 
information. 

Fifth, we’re proposing new regulations to 
help ensure that airline passengers are treat-
ed fairly. We’re proposing to double the 
amount of compensation passengers receive 
when they’re forced off overbooked flights. 
For example, a passenger forced to wait more 
than 2 hours for another flight would receive 
a minimum of $800 under our idea, instead 
of the current $400. We want people who 
are responsible for moving passengers to un-
derstand that there will be consequences for 
these delays, all aiming to get the system to 
work better. 

We’re proposing a requirement that air-
lines collect better data on flight delays and 
provide that data to the Department of 
Transportation. We’re evaluating a number 
of other recommendations for the airlines, 
including mandatory contingency plans to aid 
stranded passengers and penalties for chron-
ically delayed flights. 

Finally, the Department of Transportation 
and the FAA are working on innovative ways 
to reduce congestion in the long run. While 
short-term improvements in flight operations 
and passenger treatment can help, they do 
not cure the underlying problem. In certain 
parts of our country, the demand for air serv-
ice exceeds the available supply. As a result, 
airlines are scheduling more arrivals and de-
partures than airports can possibly handle, 
and passengers are paying the price in 
backups and delays. 

The key to solving this problem is man-
aging the demand for flights at overloaded 
airports, and there are a variety of tools to 
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do this in a fair and efficient way. For exam-
ple, fees could be higher at peak hours and 
at crowded airports, or takeoff and landing 
rights could be auctioned to the highest value 
flights. Market-based incentives like these 
would encourage airlines to spread out their 
flights more evenly during the day, to make 
better use of neighboring airports, and to 
move the maximum number of passengers 
as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

This concept is called congestion pricing. 
It has shown results in other areas of our 
economy—in other words, other parts of our 
economy use congestion pricing. Some States 
offer discounts to drivers who use E-ZPass, 
which reduces long waits at the toll plaza. 
Phone and electricity companies balance 
supply and demand by adjusting their rates 
during peak usage hours. Applying conges-
tion pricing to the aviation industry has the 
potential to make today’s system more pre-
dictable, more reliable, and more convenient 
for the travelers. Over the past 7 weeks, Fed-
eral officials have raised this idea with airlines 
and airport representatives in the New York 
area. And I’ve asked Secretary Peters and 
Acting Administrator Sturgell to report back 
to me about those discussions next month. 

My administration will work swiftly to 
carry out the measures I’ve announced today. 
But to reform our aviation system in a way 
American consumers deserve, we need ac-
tion from the United States Congress. In 
February, my administration sent Congress 
an FAA modernization bill that would im-
prove the aviation system for all involved. 
The bill would upgrade aviation technology 
by adopting a safer and more automated air 
travel control system based on GPS tech-
nology, instead of the radar and radio-based 
systems designed during World War II. 

If we really want to solve this problem, 
it’s time for Congress to modernize the FAA, 
and we’ve given them a blueprint to do so. 
The bill would employ market pricing to re-
duce congestion and ensure that airports 
manage their schedules efficiently. The bill 
would establish a new financing mechanism 
and governing structure to ensure that these 
reforms are carried out in wise and cost-ef-
fective ways. 

There are people in Congress who under-
stand the need to act, starting with Senators 

Trent Lott and Senator Jay Rockefeller. 
They’re leaders in this area of modernization 
of our—of the FAA. They understand that 
business as usual is not good enough for 
American travelers. And so do I, and so does 
my administration. 

I look forward to working with them to 
get a good bill passed as soon as possible. 
By working together, we can restore the con-
fidence of America’s consumers, improve the 
efficiency of America’s airports, and bring 
order to America’s skies. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Proclamation 8203—America 
Recycles Day, 2007 
November 15, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As citizens of this great Nation, we have 

a responsibility to practice good environ-
mental stewardship. On America Recycles 
Day, we underscore our commitment to con-
serving our resources by recycling. 

Through curbside collections and drop-off 
facilities, we are turning waste materials— 
including plastic, glass, aluminum cans, 
paper, tires, batteries, and building mate-
rials—into valuable resources. Recycling is 
one of our Nation’s most successful environ-
mental initiatives, and my Administration is 
working to increase opportunities for our citi-
zens, communities, and businesses to recycle. 
The Resource Conservation Challenge, cre-
ated by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, encourages public and private partner-
ships to promote recycling. Through Plug- 
In To eCycling, we are helping reduce waste 
by providing consumers with information on 
how and where they can donate or safely re-
cycle old electronics. Working together, we 
can conserve valuable resources and energy 
by managing materials more efficiently. 

On America Recycles Day and throughout 
the year, I encourage all Americans to recycle 
appropriate materials and products. By recy-
cling, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
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